Arkansas Health Benefits Exchange Planning

Outreach/Education/Enrollment/
Navigators/Producers/Agents

October 25, 2011

Arkansas Studies Institute Rm. 124

10:00AM-12:00PM

Members Present:
Rose Crane

Dr. Cal Kellogg
Kurt Knickrehm

Sr. Joan Pytlik
Derrick Smith

Lisa Weaver

Staff:
Bruce Donaldson
Craig Wilson, ACHI

Members Absent:
Patty Barker
Fred Bean
Robbi Davis
Greg Hatcher
Glenn Jones
Greg Jones
Randy Lee
Chris Newell
Terri Patrick
Ann Sperry
Henry Tuck

Meeting Summary:

l. Bruce Donaldson-AID, opened the meeting. Workgroup members and guests introduced

themselves.

Il The Outreach Workgroup meeting summary from September 20 was approved as circulated

without corrections and will be posted as “final” on the HBE website.

[l. Updates

A. Project Report/CCIIO Update-Bruce Donaldson provided a written report (handout). Bruce

informed the workgroup members that the Exchange Planning Staff is continuing to work

towards the December Application for Level One Funding. The Governor received a letter

from six Republican Representatives recommending that the Exchange Planning Efforts stop

and as a result the September Application was not submitted. Bruce informed the

workgroup that the No Cost Extension was granted which will allow continued funding for

contract services with First Data. Bruce also gave the workgroup members a brief report on
the Stakeholder Summit which was held on October 11, 2011. Bruce stated that 150
attended the Summit and that there were a few Republicans that made rude and unjustified

comments to the Commissioner. Bruce informed the workgroup members that Public

Hearings are scheduled for November and December. The hearing will be held in four

Congressional Districts across Arkansas.

B. Surgeon General’s Summit-Craig Wilson reported that the Surgeon General will be holding a

Summit on November 7, 2011 at the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Chairman’s Ballroom.

There is the capacity for approximately 160 attendees. The Summit will be a two hour

meeting held from 9:00am to 11:00am. Dr. Thompson will make a presentation showing

policy prospective in terms of Workforce Initiative to service newly eligible consumers. Ray




V.

VI.

Scott will discuss HIT efforts, Insurance Commissioner Jay Bradford will discuss the Health
Benefit Exchange, John Selig will discuss Medicaid and Private Insurer efforts and Dr.
Halverson will discuss Workforce Initiative. Steve Barnes will lead a question session where
attendees will be given an opportunity to ask questions in writing. Steve will then present
the questions to the panel for their responses.

Steering Committee Update-Dr. Cal Kellogg reported that the Steering Committee met on
October 18, 2011. The main discussion was regarding the Political environment and the
Partnership options.

New Business

A.

New Federal Partnership Options (hand out)
Bruce asked the workgroup members to refer to their handout. Bruce gave a brief synopsis
of the three Partnership options that are available. Bruce informed the workgroup that the
Exchange Planning Staff is preparing a list of questions and comments to present to CCIIO.
Bruce encouraged the workgroup members to submit their questions and comments to
Cindy so that they can be included. Bruce informed the workgroup that Commissioner
Bradford is scheduled to meet with the Governor on November 1, 2011 to discuss the
Partnership options. The Partnership options are as follows:

1. Plan Management-Would allow states to have some regulation over plan selection.

2. Selected Consumer Assistance-Would allow the states to oversee the Navigator and

Outreach/Education Programs.
3. Both-Would allow the states to manage both option one and two.

Other-The issue that Arkansas will lose the two and a half percent premium tax which is
used to pay for volunteer firemen, pensions and etc. if there is a Federal Partnership was
brought up in one of the workgroup meetings earlier this week.

Future Exchange Planning Discussions

A

Agenda Items for next meeting- At this point the workgroups are at a stand still until after
the meeting with the Governor which is scheduled for November 1, 2011. After the meeting
the Exchange Planning Staff will have more insight into what the next step are and will
decide which topics need to be discussed during future meetings.

The next meeting will be held November 18, 10a to 12p at the Arkansas Studies Institute,
Room 204.

Public Comment

Questions



1. Do we have a baseline budget?
Response-First Data provided projections in their reports. The information is listed on the
HBE website.

2. Can the state charge a premium tax in a Federal exchange?
Response-This question has not yet been answered.

3. With the new Exchange options how does the state pay for the exchange?
Response-Theoretically the exchange would be funded by grants until 2015 but will need to
be self-sustaining after 2015.

Comments

1. Commenter stated that the timeline as of now is to request Level One Funding in December
and after that the only option would be a Federal Exchange.

2. Commenter stated that the state could potentially charge a user fee instead of premium tax to
recover lost revenue.

3. Commenter encouraged the Exchange Planning Staff to go forward and do the best they can.



