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Meeting Summary:

l. Bruce Donaldson-HBE, opened the meeting. Workgroup members and guests introduced themselves.

Il The Healthcare Industry Workgroup meeting summary from September 22 was approved as circulated

without corrections and will be posted as “final” on the HBE website.

[l Updates

A. Project Report/CCIIO Update-Bruce Donaldson provided a written report (handout). Bruce informed the
workgroup members that the Exchange Planning Staff is continuing to work towards the December

Application for Level One Funding. The Governor received a letter from six Republican Representatives

recommending that the Exchange Planning Efforts stop and as a result the September Application was not
submitted. Bruce informed the workgroup that the No Cost Extension was granted which will allow
continued funding for contract services with First Data. Bruce also gave the workgroup members a brief
report on the Stakeholder Summit which was held on October 11, 2011. Bruce stated that 150 attended
the Summit and that there were a few Republicans that made rude and unjustified comments to the

Commissioner. Bruce informed the workgroup members that Public Hearings are scheduled for

November and December. The hearing will be held in four Congressional Districts across Arkansas.

B. Surgeon General’s Summit-Craig Wilson reported that the Surgeon General will be holding a Summit on
November 7, 2011 at the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Chairman’s Ballroom. There is the capacity for



approximately 160 attendees. The Summit will be a two hour meeting held from 9:00am to 11:00am. Dr.
Thompson will make a presentation outlining the problems that Arkansas faces regarding the Exchange.
Steve Barnes will lead a one hour question session where attendees will be given an opportunity to ask
questions in writing. Steve will then present the questions to the panel for their responses.

C. Steering Committee Update- Bruce reported that most of the conversation during the last Steering
Committee was focused on the political climate and also the partnership options that are more likely to be
taken up based on the politics in Arkansas and the minority party is succeeding in driving the agenda and
preventing a state based exchange.

V. New Business

A. New Federal Partnership Options (hand out)

Bruce asked the workgroup members to refer to their handout. Bruce gave a brief synopsis of the three
Partnership options that are available. Bruce informed the workgroup that the Exchange Planning Staff is
preparing a list of questions and comments to present to CCIIO. Bruce encouraged the workgroup
members to submit their questions and comments to Cindy so that they can be included. Bruce informed
the workgroup that Commissioner Bradford is scheduled to meet with the Governor on November 1, 2011
to discuss the Partnership options. The Partnership options are as follows:

1. Plan Management-Would allow states to have some regulation over plan selection.

2. Selected Consumer Assistance-Would allow the states to oversee the Navigator and

Outreach/Education Programs.
3. Both-Would allow the states to manage both option one and two.

B. Questions & Comments

- More clarification was needed on whether legislative authority was needed for partnerships

- Theinsurance department would continue to regulate carrier plans under the partnership models
which would be good for our state

- Commenter noted that who but Arkansas would be best to know about Arkansans needs and that
we need to be able to educate, train and certify our own navigators

- Commenter mentioned that the Arkansas Health benefits Exchange was discussed heavily at the
American Dental Association that he attended recently

- Commenter asked about how subsidies will benefit Arkansas to a greater degree because of the
low income population, however that Arkansas business would not benefit more than in other
states similar to ours

- Commenter noted they are talking to their legislators about how the exchange will help service
areas and recommended some funding options for ongoing exchange planning outside of federal
funding

- Commenter suggested Steering Committee take up issue of what happens after 1/29 if there was
to be no further funding for planning or implementation.

C. The next meeting will be held November 17, 9a to 1p at the Arkansas Studies Institute, Room 124.



